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ET whoſoever * Great, 
And mount the Pinnacle of State * 
Let Me in feet Repoſe be lay d, 5 - 
The Tennant of a rural Shade ; 7s 
To paſs, from rough and hoiſt'rous Ways, 
In Peace and caſe, my ſilent Days: 
— with a Conſcience clear, may © 
Both aged and unnoted dic: . 
5 Sure — Death extreamly terrifies i i oo 
That wretched Man, who lives and dies, 
1 all beſide profuſely known, 


A Stranger to Himſelf alone. | 
mo From the Chorus of S:neca's Thyeſtes. 


HILE you, my Friend, the noiſy Town approve, 


And from the Peace of rural Shades remove; 
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Both catches and divides the melting Notes. 


Conſume your time in Bus'neſs and Debate, 
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The ſhouting Vallies, and reſponding Hills, 


The laughing eMadows, and the talking Rills 


do by 1 hear the foſtly-whiſp'ridg Wood ;, 
And hear, from far, the dN of the F loods 3 


The Birds from break of Morn, till eloſe 5 
Repeat a never- ceaſing Roundelay; 5 * 1 5 x 
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While lining Ecehv, ftbm their warbling Throat, 
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What lively Pleaſures animate the Days 


wo 


How does the Night, bedeck'd with ſilver Rays, 


Sedately pleaſe while her improving Tale ns 
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Sweet Philomela warbles from the Vale 
What beauteous Dies the Face of Heav'n adorn, 


When fluſhing Light firſt ſtreaks the riſing Morn 2 


(609 

Promiſcuous Objects entertain the Senſe, 
And — various Charms as variouſly difpenſc 
Tall Sicomores reveal their tow.ring Pride, 55 


The curling Rivers in Meandęrs Slide "POD 
11141 inn 20011 : 
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The limpid Springs reflect th impending Bow'r rs. 
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prembling. Flow ry, 
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The grazing Cattle, and the. 
In which the paſſing Maid, with pleas d Surprize, Ee, 


45 2 
5 Behold: her ruddy Checks and ſparkling Eyes: N 
GJ FIC $3 n 


The Sun ſeems plung Fy with all his ponies Rays, | 


N azure Heay' n its ſpacious Fr ront ſurveys: 5 


55 
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| Fair Groves the Plains enammel 3 ts the Skies, 


57 


The Cloud- ſurpaſſing Moutitains ſeem to vile; : 


| q 55 5 
From whoſe high Summits, the corulian Main, 


; - 
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When undiſturb d, preſents a clay Plain: 


© ; 
__ 


: Or, hn fair Breezes fo cr the Surface Play, 
And ——to the Coaſt dire&t their proſp rous « Way 3 
2 101310 64 | 


As oliding Ships from far thei Courſes bend, 7 


T hey trom its roomy Boſom ſeem t We 


| . ater 


r 


g Or- —when black Storms with | boiſt . Rigour bweep, 


And rufflle, and deform the boiling Deep; 5 


When frowning Heav'n, with Horror overcaſt 


Seems lowr'd and bow d with the contrating blaſt; 


When ſtagg ring Ships ar are e toſs 4 and Aread the Shocka 


* 


n 


of treach' rom Sands, or more - malignant Rocks 
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I view thoſe Ils with Pity they endure, - 


And yet rejoice —— to find myſelf ſecure. 
Here curious Patterns e ee ee 5 
Eoth far and near, the various Proſpett All; 
Here, Pcauty all its native Chilms imparts, 5 


And ſeems to ſeorn th Embelliſhments of Arts: : 


e vig'rous Health its Enemies removes, 575 


Enlivens Age, and youthEul Bloom improves; "Ht 
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Hither its choiceſt Blelings i conveys, | 
Here, Nature all her Brilliantr diſplays: e 


+ het are the Gift & gracious Providence, 


=P 


Obtain'd with Freedom, and without Expence . 


They r re by the truly- grateful priz d, nor are 


Pecauſe uncoſtly, leſs fincerely-rare; f 
4 59 0 j K y 


Can a Delight, more exquiſitely pure, 
9. 


Than what theſe yield, Ambition's Self procure? 2 | 


: ICID 


14 


Can it a ſurer Happineſs compile, | | 
With all its Hazzard, and expenſive Tol? 

Is not Ambition $ only Aim, deſign a... 

To buſh | to ncedful Reſt the craying Mind 2 
5 his End purſuing, why Mou d we diſdain 
A Means that's eaſy, and a Way that $ Plain 7 


„* 


— —— — ——— — 


Oh! take this Coats betimes, my Eriend, and, ſpare” —— 


A World of Trouble, and a World of Care! 


1 
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Hither, I fay, with Expedition, Nu » en 85 


Leave kard Purſuits, which have one only end. 


Happy the Man, who taſt's the preſent Hour, 
Nor breaks his Reſt for Riches, or ſor Pow' 53 
Who governing Himfelf, is juſt and wife, | 
Nor over Others aims to tyrannize ; op 
- What fingular Adrantage can we find 
This Way —— to ſuit the well-diſcerning Mind? 
Can India Stores ire to WU expliing! Breath? 
Or will they bribe inendrable each ? 

Will courtly Splendor, or imperial Might, | 
- The King of Terrors mollify, or fright ? 

The Rich and Great will violent Diſeaſe © 
Leſs torture? or can Health more _ pleaſe ? 
Can all internal Conſolations . 

In Robes of Tiſſue, or the Tyrian oy 85 

Bleſs They not oft” the Cottage 8 alone 
Illuſtrate They che Palace, or the Throne? 2 

Do's real Love, or faithful Friendſhip dwell. 

in lofty Domes, and not the 3 Cell "Þ 

Alike the ſpritely Liquor 1 ok 7 8 

From golden Cups, and "ag the beachen Bowl; 


The. Et Pollllbe equally ſuffice 
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(ie) 
Charms not in ruſſet Gown the rural Maid, 
As well as Lady in her ribh Brocade ? 5 
Is not a little Box; well fram'd and neat, 
Full as commodious as the proudeſt Seat 7 
Where is ths Difference, but in mere Miſtake ? 
Cuſtom and Fancy the Diſtinction make! 
Felicity in mod'rate Things We find, 
If We to Thoſe proportion but the Mind ; 
Small Things ſupply what Temperance requires, 


Eut — What can fill exorbitant Deſires? 


What Trains of Ins attend aſpiring pride? 
'Tis all relenting Tenderneſs deny d; 3 

It muſt withſtand innumerable Foes, | 
Muſt piunge into innumerable Woes; 
"Tis forc'd to go, with inconfid rate Speed, 

Where Fraud and baſe Dum lead; "Ty 
— fog Toys 


Itſelf oppoling, to renounce- 

All native Freedom, and cence Jogs: 

Oh, th' Acquiſitions of the Rich and Great 3 
Toll is their Bns'nels ! and a Jail: their State 4 

Their Toil hey 8 for that employ, 
They dare not, or they know not how t enjoy; j 
Imprudently and Naviſhly poſſeſs 

What neither Others, nor Themſelves can bleſs; 5 


Who reaps the Fruit of =— ftupendous Care? 


That Sum of prodigalit an Heir! ! 


9 
To compaſs Riches, well-employ Them too, 
Seems more than Mortal is allow'd to do; 3 
In Ways ſo contradicttoy t' excell, 
Scems ſcarce lot to 2 Miracle? 


And 


How few are juſt, benevolent, and wiſe © 
Who, like the Sun aſcending, is inelin'd 
Like That to cheriſh, and direct Mankind? 
Rather 


- a baneful Influence They caft, 


Like Lightnings waſte, like Exhalations blaſt; 


Who, that's impow'r'd, inclinable 3s found 
To raile dejeded Merit from the Ground; 
To "x it from Oppteſſion, or Neglect, 
Truth to deſend, and Reaſon to teſpect? 
W. O co's not rather Truth and Worth defy, 


And treat Piſcernment like a ſecret Spy? 


Then FA F riend ! with Me, 3 the hcentions Court, 


W here taireſt Deal ing is s the public Sport; 3 


W here Fraud and F alckood for Precedence ftrive, 


And genuine Merit can ſo rarely thrive ; 
In hk Retr reats, my Friend 4 ſeduely find. 
Fit Elms of the Woes of Humankind ; 


How our DEN EPR Recreations are 


The lively Images of mortal Care: 


of All thoſe, Who to Command ariſe, 


| The 
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The Fierce are heedleſs of their Foes Defence, 


1 
The Stag (that flies his eager Foes, diſmay'd, | 
And by his Friends deſerted, or betray'd) 


| Shews of declining Men the wretched State ; 


The ſpangled Trout (that with falacious Bait 


The patient Angler ſecretly inſnares) 


The Fall of ſelf-delnding Fraud declares ; 


Or ſhews, how fatal Avarice may beguile, 


By Means unlook d-for, and the Spoiler ſpoil: 
b The ſoaring Hawk (that ſwiftly from above : 


Darts's on the Crane, or the defenceleſs Dove) 


Shews how the Raſh to ſudden Ruin run, 


The Swift, in vain, wou'd the Rapacious ſhin, 


And Meakneſs is no Check to Violence: 


The Pheaſant, glitt'ring in his ambient Dreſs, 
The Fox, when prowling, or in cloſ; Receſs, 

The lurking Patridge, and the doubling Hare, 

And all the Tenants of the Feild and Air, 


Purſu' d, ſur pris d, aſſaulted, and beſet 
(By Dog, by Gun, and circumventing Net) 
Shew 
Againſt more ſubtle, and obdurate Might. 


that but vain are Beauty, Craft, and Slight, 


Lo! how for uſeful Informationſprings 


The graveſt Leſſon, from the lighteſt Things? 


Las in 
2 
4 : a 


T0). 

The little Birds (by prying Boys beguil'd, 

And of their Embrio's, or their Young deſpoil'd) 
Demonſtrate, how fond Man's expected Joys, 
Oſten, unlook'd-for Falacy deſtroys: 

PA Lo! how the ſmall and trifling Inſe& can 
Diſcretion teach, and moralize to Man! 

In th Ant, a needful Providdabe deſcry, 


And tranſient Beauty in the gaudy F ly ! | 


Echold what Nature for her Race prepares 
Th Effects of ner proviſionary Cares! 


Obſerve the Virtues of the teeming Earth! 


Which gives to Seeds infus' d — prolific Birth; 


I:'s Operations on the ſecret Grain, 


Py the congenial Aids of Sun and Rain ; 


Wo can deſcribe the num'rous Herbs and Flow'rs? 


"I hcir various Graces ? medicinal Pow'rs ? 

The looſer Off-ſprings of the fertile Field ? 
And what the cultivated Gardens yield ? 
The Frame, or Order, which for Notice calls, 
In Vegetables d or in Animals? 5 
How vaſt a Store of Rarities combine, 

To ſhew the Wonders of the Skill divine? 
The Skill div ine! rereal at equal Rate, 
In Creatures both diminutive, and great! 


Obſerve 


: 
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And 
Obſerve the Dog ſo tradable - 


And view the rare Formation of the Fly; 


(14) 


Obſerve, with Frequency, the brutal Mind 


| Copy s the Qualities of Humankind ! 1 


Regard the ſtrenuous Bull, renown'd for Fight ; 
His lordly Port, his Courage, and his Might; 
The Lamb, like unexperienc'd Virgins mild; 


The Kid, that imitates the crying Child; 


Like irritated Men (who Rivals prove 


In Gare Ambition or in flercer Love) . 


Obſerve the Cock, that living ſcorns to a: 


in th' extended Plain, or bounded Fila, 
endix . 


Both with Fidelity, and Gratitude: 


See the peculiar Nature of the Deer; 


The ſportive Buck, that each revolving Year, 


His Penis and his budding Antlets ſees 


Duly reſtor'd, like Verdure to the Trees: 


By Help of Art, improve the curious Eye, 


It's Round of Changes exquiſitely paſs't, 
It ſeems tranſmuted to a Bird at laſt ; 

It's tinſel Body, ſoſt as yielding Snow, 

Or Down, which Winds from flower'd Thiſtles blow; 


Its ſarſnet Wings, of various Hues, behold ! 


Bedeck'd with Feathers! and bedrop'd with Gold! 


Who 


TI): 
Who can deſcribe the Nature of the Bee? 
Who can deſcribe it, Maro ! after Thee? 
(A Race induſtrious, politic, and hens: 
Ambroſian Sweets collecting in their Cave; 
Whence we both Light and luſhious Food convey ; 
The Sun's Vicegerents, Nature's Limbecs They:) 
« The een Þees aſſiduouſly rove, | 
Oer Hill, o'er Dale, o'er blooming Field, and G 
„They haunt the purple Flow is, with Clare EXLTEALi1, 
oy And ſip the Surface of the limpid Stream; 
From Nature's Stores, the latent Balm compel, 
0 Their Yowwg to cheriſh, and ſupply their Cell ; 
Thus They with Art the recent Wax compleat, 


% And from Themſelves diſtil the clammy Sweet: 


Pf ihe delicious Ranger of the Kiel 


(Whoſe Life one Scene of Recreation yields) 


Who - ſecing, hearing, can 1 unpleas d remark 

'Thi actherial Warbler, the poetic Lark y 

Lo! how her Self melodiouſly She rears, 

As if to reach, or emulate the Spheres ! ' 

Rais'd by her Notes, to Heav'n She ſeems to bound, 

Her unambitious Dwelling on the Ground : 

With Pleafure here th' illuſtrious Steed behold, 

Furniſh'd with Graces vaſt and manifold ; 
Virgil. 


He i prings 


And 


Beneath the ſhelt ring Leaves Receſſes find 


(16) 


In Cities He's a patient Drudge but Here 


His Virtues more conſpicuouſly appear ; 


Lo! for the Race prepar'd with ES Eyes, 


and reaches to the diſtant Skies! 


He beats the thund'ring Ground — as Lightning fleet, 


the Globe ſeems to turn beneath his Feet: 


| Obſerve the Seaſons of the circling Year, 


Tn what delicious Order they appear; 


How they in never-ceaſing Round produce 


Succeſſive Bounties for Delight, and Uſe; 


The waking Flows, irft-riſing from their Eeds, 
. Peep forth — 


In Trees, the Sap for Vent now flowing heayes, 


then ſhew their parti-colour' d Heads : 


Then 


Wich filver Bloſſoms, then beſprinkled o er, 
t They give the Promiſe of their fructive Store; J 


With Gems of. various Hues the Field 1 is crown d, 


And living Carpets beautify the Ground; 


The Songſters now renew their yearly Loves, 


(Melodiouſly reſound the Fields and Groves * 


In vocal Concert with the Winds, they fing 


On waving Spraies, and ſerenade the Spring, 


To frame Abodes, and propagate their Kind : S 4 


} | 


fret! the Buds, then ſhoot the tender Leaves ; 


Now 


(17 ) 


Now when the Sun to th' utmoſt Length extends 


The ſult'ry Days, and inthe Crab aſcends : 

Dart's more directed Beams, contract 3 the Shade, 

Crack's the parcht Earth, and ſcorches up the Glade ; 

How ſweet tembrace the Stream? beneath the Trees, 
To taſte the Breath of the ſaluting Br eeze ? 

T he Fruits arc now matur 'd, and on the Plaine 

In copious State, the golden Goddeſs reigns; 

The verdant Blade, converted | into Hay, 

To be more uſeful, is become ef» gay; 

Its Bloom to that, whence 1t receiy d it; yields 

And —— pild on high, 0 'er-looks the teria 
| Now mourns the k jeld, the Meadow 3c 0 


5 


Shorn of their Pride, —— but tha.! r 


And tho' the Trees, now plunder'd, {cen to irown, 


And ſorr'wing, drop their lealy Honours down ; 

T hey ſhall e 'er-long (to court the Taſte and View ') 

Reſume their Riches, and their State renew; 

The Barns are now magnificently ſtor'd, 5 

And — hallow Vaults are levell'd with their Hoard ; 
Nay even, when the radiant Car of Heav'n 

Is bac Ward to the farther Tropic driven; 

＋ hen often is the dull and ling'ring Morn, 

Briskly alarum d by the beaugle Horn: } 

Then, is employ'd the recreative Gun, 


And chearful Fires ſucceed the diſtant Sun, 


E 


Here 


(18) 


an Age of Gold 


Here ſacred Quiet reigns 
Seems Here, ſucceſſive to the Times of old; 
A Train of brisk Delights attends the Day, 
The ſolemn Night, in Silence ſlides away; 
No Strumpet Here in fulſome Manner greets, 
No brawimg Drunkard joſtles in the Streets; 
Here, unalarm d (We to Repole retire) 
By midnight Cries of Murder, or of Fire; 
Nor, grated Far, nor trembling Fabric feels 
The harth rude Rumble of the Coaches Wheels; 
No Noiſe approaches till the Morn appears 
(Call d by the ſhrill and waking Chaunticleers 7 1 5 
Except the Hiſſes of the whiſt ling Breeze, — 7 
Or whiſp ring Murmurs of the ruſtling: Trees 5 


Except (inviting to delightful Dreams) 


We hear the Purlings of th adjacent Streams. : 


Void of Ambition, Avarice, and Strife, 


Behold the Bleſſings of a rural Life! 


All Men to compaſs Happinek eſſay, 


0 Alike their Aim, but various is their Way; 35 


To know it beſt, and it's els to find, 


at aaa rae. nr 2 — 
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Is what's peculiar to the wiſeſt Mind ; 


23 at 
Shs." 


In dubious Life, who muſt not Ills endure? 


They come, when moſt we think our ſelves ſecure ; 


ney a 103 — — N „ 8 — „ wt 
8 1 "= 0 = — * — 8 


To guard our ſelves by Fortitude and Art, 
is Wiſdom's only Part: 


Againſt their Force —— 
But 


(19) 


ruſhing where They frequently abound, 


But 


Where They muſt be inevitably found; 

Tieating Them not like Enemies, but Friends, 

Is far from what true Wiſdom comprehends : 
True W lon having rightly underſtood) 

Explore a real, not imagin d Good; 

True Good within we principally find, 

deſultin g from the Pleaſures of the Mind; 

The Mind its pleaſurable Good purſues 

Felt 


in reſtraining its licentious Views. 


Happy the Swain, too happy — if his Good 
Was by Himſelf compleatly- -underſtood; 
He who the Peaſant 8 and the prince $ Ways 


li Tad well obſery d 


immortal Maro lays: : 
Jo That, can meritorious Men be Foes, 
Vhich * gil well approw d, ad Scipio cholk? 
Where Diocleſtan ended Life, and Fame? 


And ——— whence the meak and brave Fabricius came? 


The City's Affluence, and the courtly Train 
Give fading Luſtre to the Weak and Vain; 5 

V. hat need of Gloſs where Worth i is plainly ſeen. 2 
Falſe Wealth and Title varniſh o'er the Mean; 
The Man, in whom true Merit is diſplay d, 
Wants not (like Others) ſuperficial Aid: 

The Stars and Moon but dignify the Night, 


Yet —— from the Sun derive their borrow'd Light : 


The 
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120 


Ihe radiant Sun illuminates the Days, 


And yet, from Nothing holds dependant Rays. 


A rural Life may elevate the Soul, 


the Defire controul 


Correct our Reaſon, 


Of what no Joy, or real Glory brings; 


And give frec Scope to Contemplation's Wings! 


A rural Liie with no Diſdain was view d, 
Till Merit was by ſpecious Pomp Jubdu' d; 
Till more affected Equipage and state, 


Than memorable Action, form'd the Great 8 


Till Eich and Title ſpuriouſly controul'd, 
And ——- falſely aggrandiz! d the Little foul 43 


Nor was it then diſhonourable ſound, 
When the true Great, and d worthily Renown 4 
: Made it their Choice 
One lay 4 his Carthagincan Glories down; 

Thence (Fame relates ) once Rome's s Dictator roſe, 
Her firm Support, and her ſecure Repoſe: 1 
True Excellence not always is diſplay d 


In Conrts or Cities ſplendidly-array > 
But like the gen” rous Ruler of the Skies, ; 


| | May ſet in Shades ! or may from Shades ariſe ! 


— 


Since rural Seats can Excellence contain, 


And Happineſs in Solitude remain; 
Since, een th' Obſcure, as the conſpicuous Great, 


beſt the Moderate 


As well enjoy it 


Oh, ſeek it not, thro Jealouſy and Fear, 


but more divinely Here: 


In ſervile Throngs 
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- when One reſign d his Crown, 


